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Input 
Fertilizer, plant 
protection 
products, 
planting 
materials

Export prices  
1.5 EUR/kg for purple sweet potatoes: 1.0 EUR/kg for 
white flesh sweet potatoes

Processing capacity 
Around 50 tons/week

Formalization 
HIgh at minimum 80%

Capacity  
Insufficient and inappropriate warehousing capacity

Product  
OFSP flour used for 
bread and biscuits

Cultivated area  
74,000 ha 2020

Total volume 
Around 140,000 MT 
(2020)

Formalization  
High at about 
80%of 
businesses 

Certification 
ISO 9000 and 
CSR for 
inputs)

Post harvest loses  
35% to 55%
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Production Volume

142.67M kg
Export Volume

23.57 K kg

Value chain 
characteristics

Export Value

USD 4.8


Producer’s size

� Small Farm�
� Medium Farms: Own  some 

machineries like peelers, 
packers and basic 
packhouses�

� Large Farms: Well-equipped 
with logistics infrastructure.

Destination Markets

� Domestic: 80% 
supplied to local 
processors for 
making pastries, 
10% local 
consumptio�

� Export: 20%

Certification

� International 
certification such 
as: ISO 9000, 
Fairtrade, ISO 
22000 and Global 
GAP are common 
for processors

Consumption usage

� Commercial (Industrial Scale Processing) 
35�

� Subsistence (Household Consumption) 65%

Export markets

� France and Italy (combined 60%�
� Belgium, UK, Canada (combined 

40%)

GHANA

Leading OFSP 
exporters globally
Source: OEC 2025
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Challenges

� Very high post-harvest loses:20% to 25% loses during curing 
and storage and another 5% to 15% during shipping and 
retailing. An additional 10% to 15% after sweet potatoes reach 
the consumer�

� Low output quality due to unavailable or unaffordable input 
and inadequate agronomic practices�

� High transportation costs from the remote growing areas due to 
limited rural access roads�

� Insufficient raw material for processing throughout the year which 
increases the cost of raw material.

Sustainability financing opportunities

Producers Financing for�
� Curing Facilitie�
� Storage Facilitie�
� Transportation Facilities/Infrastructur�
� Efficient irrigation infrastructure

VC Segment Green Finance Requirements

Regional production

OFSP production in Ghana, is in the Eastern and Nothern 
regions. Within these two main regions, 2 districts where OFSP 
is produced face medium risk of deforestation, while 3 face low 
deforestation risk.

This highlights the environmental challenges associated with 
OFSP farming and this distribution emphasizes the need for 
sustainable agricultural practices to mitigate deforestation 
risks and ensure the long-term viability of OFSP production in 
these areas  

Sustainability practices

� Intercropping is common as OFSP is used as a cover crop 
encouraging

OFSP products (non-exhaustive)

Fresh OSFP Dried OFSP Frozen OFSP Steamed 
OFSP

Dried Sundried 
OFSP

OFSP Chunks Powdered 
OFSP

OFSP Chips 
and sticks

OFSP puree Sweet 
potato gari

Yields

� Average yield around 45 tons/ha for improved OFSP 
varieties from Beotanics, compared to a maximum potential 
of 60 tons/h�

� Yield depends on the soil and are higher in the southern part 
of Ghana where soils are of rich sandy loamy to loamy soils.

Major OFSP players

� The key players in OFSP industry include input suppliers, 
producers, aggregators, processors, regulators and 
business associations.

Main 
growing 
areas

ESG Practices

�� Gender balance: Strong female presence within input suppliers and processors

�� Education level: Generally high across the value chain

�� Personal Protective Equipment: Available for accessible for use in production esp. 
for spraying.

�� Certification practices: Global GAP for producers.

Agronomic practices

Land clearing  

Ploughing; harrowing; ridging

Earthing up

Packaging

 Planting  
Can be undertaken at any 
time of year providing there is 
irrigation

Weed control & 
fertiliser application

Harvesting   

Crop harvest is 90-120 days 
after planting 

Weed, pest  
and disease 
control

eco.business fund

The eco.business Fund aims to promote business and consumption practices that contribute to the conservation of biodiversity, 
the sustainable use of natural resources, and climate change mitigation and adaptation. By financing business practices that preserve nature 
and promote biodiversity, the fund seeks investments that generate both environmental and economic returns. The fund primarily offers loans to 
qualified financial institutions, which in turn lend to eligible borrowers. These borrowers include holders of recognized certifications as well as 
those implementing changes that support conservation and biodiversity. The fund supports sustainable operations in the  
agriculture, fisheries (including aquaculture), forestry, and tourism sectors. 

Contact 

Finance in Motion GmbH 

The Address Building, 13th floor, Muthangari Drive, Nairobi, Kenya

www.ecobusiness.fund 

info@ecobusiness.fund 

http://www.ecobusiness.fund/
mailto:info@ecobusiness.fund

